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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The author, John Culver, has served as engineer aboard cargo
ships of the Moore McCormack Lines in the Baltic and South
American trade; and. aboard a tanker for Socony-Vacuum oil
Company in the Gulf to Atlantic coast trade. He presently has
a Chief Engineers License and a retired Navy Captain. His
continued interest in ships and the sea motivated him to
complete this book..

He served four tours with the U.S. Navy. After World War II,

he served aboard amphibious and minesweeper type ships in the
Atlantic Fleet. During the Korean Emergency, he served aboard
minesweeper and destroyer type ships in Korean waters. He
served two tours with the Naval Sea Systems Command involved
in a minesweeper conversion program and initiated the Navy’s
Vendor Motivation Program. He retired as a Captain in 1987.

He graduated from the Massachusetts Maritime Academy with
continued studies at George Washington University and American
University. He has a B.S. degree in Marine Engineering. He has
held engineering positions in naval shipbuilding and ship repair.

ABOUT THE BOOK

This is an historical overview originally published in 1969.
The book has been reprinted by the author as an historical
accounting of the American Merchant Marine at its peak.
The first edition of the book from 1938 to 1965 includes:

Cargo ships

Passenger-cargo ships

Passenger ships

Tankers

Bulk carriers

Great lakes ships

Tugs and towboats

Training ships
The revised edition adds the addendum to the book from
1965 to 1968 which includes:

Cargo ships

Container ships

Vehicle carriers

Roll-on/roll-off ships

Heavy lift ships

Tankers

Great lakes ships

Towboats
For the 29 year period, the book includes 120 pages and
140 photographs and descriptions of ships. Also, included
are the names of shipping companies and their ships built
from 1947 to 1969. The size of the book is 5° x § 4
and spiral wound.
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